Reviews 
BEYOND ENKRIPTION 


Beyond Enkription is the first of six stand-alone fact based espionage novels which form The 
Burlington Files series written by Bill Fairclough. All the books are largely based on Bill’s 
personal experiences. 


At over 180,000 words, Beyond Enkription is one of the longest spy novels published so far 
this century. It took more than 10,000 hours to write, review and research and ended up 
being an unusually large novel. Beyond Enkription is available worldwide on Amazon in 
eBook, paperback and hardback formats. The paperback and hardback versions are also 
available from most posh bookshops around the world. 


Beyond Enkription is set in 1974 mainly in London, Nassau, Port-au-Prince and the Americas 
in the heart of the disco fevered seventies, the (First) Cold War and the escalating Irish 
Troubles in the purportedly united British Isles. The novel is about a wayward accountant, 
Edward Burlington aka Bill Fairclough, who unwittingly ends up working as an agent for MI6 
by night whilst auditing beans during the day. Part of the core plot in Beyond Enkription 
centres around the misspelling of “Encryption”. 


In real life Bill Fairclough was an intelligence agent who lived a remarkable maverick double 
life throughout much of his career. Covertly he specialised in infiltration and investigatory 
assignments while working for intelligence agencies including MI5, MI6, the CIA and Faire 
Sans Dire (which he founded in 1978). Overtly, he was a British Chartered Accountant and 
became a director of several well-known businesses (within the Barclays, Reuters and Citi 
groups) in the regulated international financial services sector. Before that, he worked as an 
accountant at Coopers & Lybrand (now PricewaterhouseCoopers) for 14 years until 1983. 


SYNOPSIS OF BEYOND ENKRIPTION 


Edward Burlington’s parents, Roger and Sara Burlington have been involved in espionage 
since 1939. While Roger is still a member of the Joint Intelligence Committee, Sara’s address 
book appears to be more like a Who's Who of NATO's intelligence services than a 
housewife’s little black book. Both Roger and Sara desperately wanted their sons, Hugh and 
Edward, to follow in their footsteps but things didn’t go to plan, given Edward’s rebellious 
nature. 


As it happened, Edward unintentionally wrecked their plans for him and unwittingly ended 
up working as an MI6 asset as opposed to an MI6 officer. Early in 1974 he is nearly killed not 
once, but four times. Indirectly it is all MI6's fault... as far as his parents are concerned. Sara 
decides someone high up in MI6 must pay and persuades Roger to exact revenge. 
Meanwhile Edward is underhandedly despatched to supposed safety from London to 
Nassau in the Bahamas to purportedly continue his career as an accountant. 


Unfortunately or otherwise, the CIA has a representative on the British Joint Intelligence 
Committee and is therefore already aware of Edward’s exploits and capabilities. They turn 


him into their asset within 48 hours of his landing in the Bahamas. Instead of furthering his 
accountancy career, Edward has to face more death-defying scenarios in the Bahamas, 
Brazil and Haiti before the year’s end. 


Meanwhile Edward’s family are sucked inexorably into the perfidious mess and intrigue 
surrounding Edward’s double life. Simultaneously, his brother Hugh’s involvement with MI6 
becomes increasingly intriguing as the entangled plots and layered webs of deceit, betrayal 
and revenge reverberate from Kinshasa to Islamabad via Washington and Westminster and 
back. It should come as no surprise that NATO's espionage apparatus is exposed as being as 
incompetent as Philby proved it was. 


CHARACTERS IN BEYOND ENKRIPTION 


Where possible, details of the real life identities of the main characters in Beyond Enkription 
have been disclosed in an article entitled The Burlington Files Characters posted in the News 
Section of this website on 26 September 2021. In real life most of those identified worked in 
British Intelligence or the CIA in the seventies. Also, in real life the fictional accountancy firm 
Porter Williams that featured in Beyond Enkription was in fact Coopers & Lybrand (now part 
of PricewaterhouseCoopers). 


REVIEWS OF BEYOND ENKRIPTION 

There have been quite a few reviews of Beyond Enkription posted on Amazon’s national 
websites, other book sellers’ websites, various newspapers, social media websites et al. One 
comment many had in common was that a lot of readers had read it more than twice. 
Almost all the reviews were “verified” and “five-star”. We have quoted some extracts from 


those and other critiques below: 


A compelling, provocative and beguiling spy novel, Beyond Enkription is a must for 
connoisseurs. 


Just the stuff memorable films are made of. If any film producers make a bad film of this 
they will have only themselves to blame. 


Beyond Enkription is brutal ab initio, cerebral thereafter but forever realistic. A thrilling read, 
full of riveting subterfuge and intrigue! 


Once you get into the novel the pace is relentless. You won’t put it down. 
Why read espionage fiction anymore? 


The prologue was the key to what followed. Beyond Enkription provided a fascinating insight 
into a murky convoluted world full of disinformation, mistrust and deceit. 


A punchy, pacy and professionally researched noir novel where meandering plots quicken, 
intertwine and become indistinguishable yet continue to captivate the reader. 


Edward Burlington is like a posh Harry Palmer and his no-nonsense Mum, Sara, would have 
boxed Margaret Thatcher’s ears given half a chance. 


What a dynastic family! Edward’s flaws and mishaps, Sara’s melodramatics and nightmares, 
Hugh’s calm and humour and Roger’s guile and intelligence all blend well as the tangled 
plots evolve. 


If you like raw historical or noir espionage thrillers you'll love it. Len Deighton could be 
forgiven for thinking he wrote it. 


Beyond Enkription is more down-to-earth and déclassé than lan Fleming’s James Bond 
novels, yet more action packed and just as nuanced as John Le Carré’s productions. 


Set in 1974, Beyond Enkription has the noirish feel about it of Get Carter or The Long Good 
Friday (*please see below). 


The first book is an unusual espionage novel because you know it must have happened: the 
attention to detail is such that it came across as real as The Diary of Anne Frank and equally 
chilling. 


A memorable and at times intellectually challenging book so don’t skip the prologue and 
spend time researching the real events that impacted Edward Burlington’s life not just in 
1974. 


Double agents, disinformation and deception weave wondrously within the relentless twists 
and turns of evolving events. 


As a member of the original book review panel, | was asked to read it several times. Each 
time | thought | had understood it the last time! 


*Post Script — Get Carter and The Long Good Friday are British gangster films from the 
seventies. Get Carter (1971) starred Michael Caine and The Long Good Friday (1979) starred 
Bob Hoskins and Helen Mirren. 


RELEVANT HASHTAGS 


#Agents #BetterThanBond #BritishIntelligence #BurlingtonFiles #CIA #Cyber #DCS 
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LEGAL NOTICES 


ALL CHARACTERS IN THE PUBLICATION BEYOND ENKRIPTION AND THE SERIES CALLED THE 
BURLINGTON FILES ARE FICTIONAL OR FICTITIOUS AND ANY SIMILARITY OR RESEMBLANCE 


TO REAL PERSONS, LIVING OR DEAD IS PURELY COINCIDENTAL, NOT INTENDED AND 
SHOULD NOT BE INFERRED. 


WHILE, AS IN ALL FICTION, THE LITERARY PERCEPTIONS AND INSIGHTS ARE LOOSELY BASED 
ON EXPERIENCE, ALL NAMES, CHARACTERS, PLACES, SITUATIONS AND INCIDENTS IN THE 
PUBLICATION BEYOND ENKRIPTION AND THE SERIES CALLED THE BURLINGTON FILES ARE 
EITHER PRODUCTS OF THE AUTHOR’S IMAGINATION OR ARE USED FICTITIOUSLY. 


